Hepatic sarcoidosis: MR appearances in patients with chronic liver disease.
To describe the MR appearances of hepatic sarcoidosis in patients with chronic liver disease and correlate the results with clinical stage of disease as measured with the Mayo end-stage liver disease (MELD) score. Twenty patients with chronic liver disease and histopathological diagnosis of hepatic sarcoidosis who underwent MR imaging were included in this study. Two abdominal radiologists retrospectively reviewed all images for the presence of cirrhosis, imaging pattern of the liver, intrahepatic biliary dilatation, presence of areas of parenchymal atrophy, presence of splenic nodules and lymphadenopathy. Imaging findings were correlated with the MELD score. Of the patients, 14/20 had imaging findings of cirrhosis, 9/20 had a large macronodular pattern of liver cirrhosis and 5/20 had a diffuse pattern of liver cirrhosis. Peripheral wedge-shaped areas of parenchymal atrophy were observed in 10 patients. The combination of a central macronodular pattern and peripheral atrophy was observed in 9/20 patients. The pattern of cirrhosis had statistically significant correlation with the presence of wedge-shaped areas of parenchymal atrophy (p<0.005). No statistically significant difference was revealed between the clinical score of patients who had imaging findings consistent with cirrhosis and those who did not. MR imaging appearances of chronic sarcoid liver disease are diverse and do not appear to correlate with severity of clinical disease. Large central regenerative nodules and wedge-shaped areas of peripheral parenchymal atrophy are frequent findings and may help to suggest the diagnosis.